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Confirmation of the Rite for Quinceariera

On July 10, 2007, the Congregation for Divine Worship and tkeijfine of the
Sacraments confirmed the Spanish and English texts of3#B blessing for a young
woman who has reached her fifteenth year, commonly dalée@uinceariera This rite,

a part of theBook of Blessingand theBendiciona) to be published by the USCCB in the
near future, may be found in its entirely at: www.usadi@uinceaneraOn July 26,
2007, Bishop William S. Skylstad, President of the UniteteSt@onference of Catholic
Bishops, issued the following decree:

UNITED STATES CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS
DECREE OF PUBLICATION
DECREE
BENDICION AL CUMPLIR QUINCE ANOS

In accord with the norms established by decree of #mef Congregation of Rites @um,
nostra eetatdJanuary 27, 1966) and the Congregation for Divine Worahgpthe Discipline of
the Sacraments initurgiam authenticanfMarch 28, 2001), thBendicién al cumplir quince afig
/ Order for the Blessing on the Fifteenth Birthdaydeclared to be a part of both tendicional
and theBook of Blessingfor use in the dioceses of the United States of Ameaita is published
by authority of the United States Conference of CatHgishops.

)

TheBendicion al cumplir quince afid©Order for the Blessing on the Fifteenth Birthdags

canonically approved for use by the United States Cenderof Catholic Bishops on November
15, 2004, and was subsequently confirmed by the Apostolibyseecree of the Congregation for
Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacramentsuty 70, 2007 (Prot. No. 1709/05/L).

From this date, thBendicion al cumplir quincefios /Order for the Blessing on the Fifteenth
Birthday may be used in the liturgy.

Given at the General Secretariat of the United St&@tnference of Catholic Bishops,
Washington, D.C. on July 26, 2007, the feast of Sainthiloaand Ann, parents of the Blessed
Virgin Mary.

Most Reverend William S. Skylstad
Bishop of Spokane
President, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

Monsignor David Malloy
General Secretary
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This ritual, the first confirmed edition of tl@@uinceaferais popularly celebrated in several Spanish-
speaking countries. A celebration of the passage ofiagyaroman from childhood to adolescence, the
rite expresses thanksgiving to God for the gift of lifd asks for God’s continued blessings of the
young woman for years to come. Adaptations of thearieprovided for celebrations within or outside
of Mass. The English-language edition of the OrdetHerBlessing During Mass follows for the
information of our readers:

ORDER FOR THE BLESSING ON THE FIFTEENTH BIRTHDAY

1. Among several Spanish-speaking countries and among mapariitis in the United States there is the custom of
celebrating the passage from childhood to adolesaegitice ritual that expresses thanksgiving to God for theoflife and
that asks for a blessing from God for the years ahdsad.rifay be done within Mass by use of the rites ofsbigsprovided in
nos. 2-17 or by a blessing outside Mass, celebratedditgdo the rites given in nos. 18-34.

2. Since this rite may be used for more than one persochtregges in parentheses indicate the plural forms.
A. Order for Blessing on the Fifteenth Birthday within Mass

3. Depending on the provisions of the rubrics in the litwwfithe word the readings may be taken either fromLéadionary
for Mass Masses for Various Needs and Occasions, "In Thanksgivi

4. The homily follows the gospel reading. In it the prigises an explanation of the grace and mystery of life baisede
sacred texts.

5. The general intercessions follow, either in the formmalat Mass or in the form given in n. 33:
6. In the Liturgy of the Eucharist therder of Masgs observed.

7. Before the final blessing the priest invites tjutnceafiergquinceafierasto make an act of thanksgiving and of a persoral
commitment to lead a Christian life.

8. Thequinceafergquinceafnerasmay do so in these or similar words:

Heavenly Father,

| thank you for the gift of life

for creating me in your image and likeness

and for calling me to be your daughter through baptism.
Thank you for sending your Son Jesus to save me
and your Holy Spirit to sanctify me.

To that which in your goodness and love

you will for me, | say “yes,”

With your grace | commit myself

to serve my brothers and sisters all my life.

Mary, Mother of Jesus and our Mother,

| dedicate myself to you.

Since you are my model of faith,

help me to continue learning from you what | need
to be a Christian woman.

Help me to hear the Word of God as you did,
holding it in my heart and loving others,

so that, as | walk with Jesus in this life,

I may worship Him with you in all eternity. Amen.

9. The priest responds:

N., ( N.Y N.) may God who has begun this good work in yobring it to completion.
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10. According to circumstances, the priest, in silencenkl@s thequinceafierawith holy water.

11. At this time, thegquinceafiergquincearieragmay take a flower or a bouquet of flowers to the imagheBlessed
Mother.

12.1f convenient, the priest invites the baptismal godparant other couples acting as sponsors to bring figeote articles
to be given to thquinceafiera(quinceafierassuch as a medal, a bible, a rosary which have besiopsly blessed.

13. Then the baptismal godparents and other couples actipgprasoss give the blessed objects toghmceafiera
(quincearierap

14. At the end of Mass the priest blessesghimceafiergquincearieras using these or similar words:

Loving God,

you created all the people of the world

and you know each of us by name.

We thank you for N. (thesequinceafiera$,

who today celebrates her (their) fifteenth birthday.

Bless her (them) with your love and friendship

that she (they)may grow in wisdom, knowledge, and grace.
May she (they) love her (their)family always

and be faithful to her (their) friends.

Grant this through Christ our Lord.

All: Amen.
15.Then the priest blesses all present in the usual way.

16. After the blessing, all may sing a hymn which suitabtpresses thanksgiving and joy or they may sing the sahg of
Blessed Virgin Mary, th&lagnificat

A commentary on the rite was published in the December, 200dredittheBCL Newslettefpages 52-55) and
is available online at: http://www.usccb.org/liturgy/innel)4.shtml.

June Meeting of the USCCB Committee on the Liturgy

The Committee on the Liturgy met on June 17-18, 200¥buquerque, New Mexico. Four items were
considered by the Bishop members.

Weekday Celebrations of the Liturgy of the Word:The Committee provided a final review of the proposed
ritual bookWeekday Celebrations of the Liturgy of the Wdiat submission to the November, 2007 plenary
meeting of the USCCB. The issue has been a contimeincern of the Committee on the Liturgy since 1997,
following reception of a resolution of concern from the Natidmeeting of Diocesan Liturgical Commissions.
This brief ritual was commissioned following a discussiothefdistribution of Holy Communion outside Mass
at weekday celebrations in the lightRédemptionis Sacramentuno. 166. The Ritual consists of an
introduction of twenty paragraphs and forms for thelwreal#@n of a Liturgy of the Word with and without the
distribution of Holy Communion, first when the presiding minissea deacon and secondly when these
celebrations are led by a lay person.

Review of USCCB Consultation on ICEL Green BooksThe Committee also reviewed at length comments

received from Bishops and experts on the Green Book triamsladf the Proper of the Saints |, Commons of the
Saints, Ritual Masses, Masses and Prayers for VaNeads and Intentions, Eucharistic Prayers for Masihs w
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Children. These draft translations from the Inteoratl Commission on English in the Liturgy were studied for
the preponderance of the meeting and a complete report @ribaltation was prepared and sent to the mixed
commission to assist its members in the preparatidmedinal draft (Gray Book) of these texts.

Continuation of a Review of Revision of thé_ectionary for Mass The Committee approved an emendation of
the readings in thieectionary for Massor the Sundays and Weekdays of Lent as a part afahgbing review

of this liturgical book. These texts will be presenteth®full body of Bishops at their plenary meeting in
November, 2007.

Finally, reports were heard from the Subcommittees on Hispdtairgy and Music. A special meeting of the
BCL was scheduled for August 13, 2007 in order to considep@ogal for a revision of the documdvisic in
Catholic Worship.

Reverend Richard Hilgartner Appointed Associate Director

Father Richard B. Hilgartner, a priest of the Archdsecef Baltimore, has been
appointed as Associate Director of the USCCB Secaetan the Liturgy. Father
Hilgartner holds d.icentiate in Sacred Theology, with a Specialization in Sacramental
Theology from th@ontificio Ateneo Sant’/Anselmo. He also holdBaccalaureate in
Sacred Theology and a Master of Divinity fr&aint Mary’'s Seminary and University

in Baltimore and &8achelor of SciencEom Mount Saint Mary’s College in
Emmitsburg, Maryland.

Father comes to the Secretariat from service as ChapidiDirector of Campus

Ministry, and Adjunct Professor of Theology at Mount Sariyls University. He has

also served as Associate Pastor and Master of CeresrainBaltimore’s Cathedral of

Mary our Queen. An instructor in the Archdiocese of Badtie Church Leadership

Institute and a frequent presenter for Liturgical andiMiBnistry training workshops
in the Archdiocese of Baltimore, he has served as Archg@tMaster of Ceremonies since 1995.

The staff of the Secretariat gratefully welcomes &atfilgartner, who brings his considerable pastoral and
liturgical skills to the service of the USCCB beginning on Seyter 3, 2007.

Dr. John Page ReceiveBro Ecclesia et Pontificdward

On July 1, 2007 at Most Holy Trinity Parish Church in @gbown, Dr. John Page was awardedRhe Ecclesia
et Pontificemedal, a Pontifical Honor given in recognition of excegla@ervice to the Church and to the Holy
See. Bishop Donald Trautman, chairman of the USCCBmitige on the Liturgy, celebrated the Sunday
Eucharist during which the honor was bestowed on Dr. Page.

From 1972 until 1999, Dr. Page served as Executive Directbedhternational Commission on English in the
Liturgy (ICEL), the mixed commission of eleven ConferermieBishops charged with the translation of the Latin
editiones typica@to the English language. As the founding chairman ofrtiked commission, Archbishop
Dennis Hurley, once noted “John demonstrated to us all overasgears his liturgical and editorial expertise
and his commitment to the important work of ICEL.”

There are many whose selfless labors have contributbd guccesses of the liturgical reform first envisioned by

the Council Fathers three decades ago. In bestowingwhisl on Dr. John Page, the Church recognizes his
significant contribution®ro Ecclesia and Pontifice
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